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julie
Sticky Note
The writer's original notebook entry was from an observation exercise, but rather than focus on listing the physical characteristics of the stick he was observing, he wrote (in prose) what the stick made him think about. Notice how deep the thinking is!




julie
Sticky Note
In the first draft of a poem (on colored paper outside of his notebook), the writer attempts to edit his prose down to its most important thoughts and begins thinking about line breaks and white space.


TWIG

What I feel
[s disgust
and hatred.
The world has turned
It's back on it.
This creation was
Supposed to be
Something greater.
What I feel is realization
That shows
Something from
A small twig
Can be compared to
The world today

BY:WILLIE JACKSON


julie
Sticky Note
In his final draft, the writer continues to try to edit the material down to its bare minimum and leave readers with a bit of a sense of mystery, as he noticed that the "real" meaning of poems is not always crystal clear to the reader. 

Admittedly, the writer may have missed the mark a little bit here, omitting many of his best ideas and/or struggling to capture the deep thinking of that initial notebook entry in a concise way. This is something that could have been addressed in one-on-one conferences with the writer. The journey from notebook entry to final poem here, however, demonstrates exactly why it is important for educators to view writing as a process rather than assessing only the final products -- there's been some powerful thinking by this student that is not fully noticeable in the final draft alone. 
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